Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.029; wR factor = 0.070; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.0.
The crystal structure of the title complex, [Cu 2 Br 3 (OH)-(C 11 H 13 Br 0.5 Cl 1.5 N 2 O) 2 ], consists of two (2-halo-6-oxazolinyl)-pyridineÁCuBr units bridged by a Br atom and a hydroxide group. The Cu II atoms are five-coordinate with an (N,N)-BrCu(Br)(OH) distorted tetragonal-pyramidal core, and relatively short contacts to the bridging atoms (Cu--OH and Cu--Br). There are two symmetry-independent halfmolecules in the asymmetric unit, which differ only in the arrangement of the isopropyl group. The molecules are located on a twofold rotation axes.
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Comment
Metal coordination and ligand geometry is essential in terms of activating and directing a metal-catalyzed process. Therefore, it is of interest to obtain a deeper insight into the structure of different coordination motifs and thus, this could help to enhance our understanding about the coordination behaviour and the scope and limitations of ligands applied in catalysis. Chiral oxazolines and pyridines are regarded as privileged ligands, which have found numerous applications in many asymmetric transformations (Fache et al., 2000; Chelucci & Thummel, 2002) . Moreover, N-donor ligands are also found as component parts of enzymatic processes such as the fixation, activation and transport of oxygen (Kaim & Schwederski, 1991; Karlin & Gultneh, 1987) , or they are used for studies concerning self-organizing phenomena (Lehn, 1995) .
During our work in the field of supramolecular ligands and catalysts, the novel title compound (I) was isolated from a mixture of Cl-and Br-substituted oxazolinyl-pyridine ligands. This mixture was obtained from the oxazoline ring closure reaction of 2-bromo-6-(4-isopropyl-4,5-dihydro-oxazol-2-yl)pyridine under acidic conditions (HCl), and subsequent partial aromatic substitution of the bromine. After complexation with CuBr.SMe 2 , X-ray structure analysis reveales a 3:1 Cl/Br disorder ratio at the 2-halopyridine position, and the complex contains an unprecedented coordination motif of two [(2-halo-6-oxazolinyl)pyridine]Cu (1) Noteworthy is the absence of hydrogen bonds for the bridging OH-group. This OH-group is located in a "pocket" constituted by two Br and two Cl atoms of the same molecule. As a consequence no hydrogen-acceptor atom is accessible for hydrogen-bond formation. Although this hydrogen is on a restrained position, it is the only possible location.
Experimental
A 3:1 mixture of (4S)-2-chloro-6-(4-isopropyl-4,5-dihydro-oxazol-2-yl)pyridine and (4S)-2-bromo-6-(4-isopropyl-4,5-dihydro-oxazol-2-yl)pyridine (15.1 mg, 56.1 µmol, 2.0 eq.) and CuBr.SMe 2 (5.70 mg, 27.7 µmol) were dissolved in CDCl 3 (0.7 ml) under argon atmosphere. The resulting deep red Cu I complex could not be isolated and reacted with air to form a brown solution and a black precipitate after five days. The reaction mixture was allowed to evaporate in air at room temperature. Black crystals of (I) were separated from the filtrate after two weeks.
Refinement
The two positions of the disordered Cl-versus Br-atoms were determined from the difference map and refined anisotropically with occupancies of 0.75 (Cl) and 0.25 (Br). All H atom bound to C atoms were placed in calculated positions (C -H = 0.95 or 0.98 or 0.99 or 1.00 Å) and refined as riding on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) or 1.5 U eq (C). The H atoms bound to the bridging OH groups were found in Fourier difference map, restrained with O-H = 0.85 (2) Å and refined with U iso = 1.2U eq (O) Figures   Fig. 1 . The independent components of (I), showing the atom-labelling scheme. The structure contains a 3:1 Cl/Br disorder at the 2-halopyridine position. The figure displays the Cl-part of this disorder (Cl15). Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
sup-3 Fig. 2 . CPK-plot of the bridging OH-group located in a pocket constituted by two Br (green) and two Cl (orange) atoms, illustrating no possibility for hydrogen bonding.
